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MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for State Development) [12.10 pm]: It is with great pleasure 
that I stand today to emphasise Western Australia’s important trade relationship with Japan. A highlight for me 
of last month’s successful eighteenth International Conference and Exhibition on Liquefied Natural Gas 
was the strength of Japanese representation. More than 60 Japanese companies were represented at LNG 18, 
with many of them participating as exhibitors. Key executives from Japanese companies such as 
Chiyoda Corporation, Inpex Corporation, Tokyo Gas, JGC Corporation and Mitsubishi also participated in many 
of the presentations, workshops and panel discussions held during the conference. This strong presence 
underlines the strength of our state’s longstanding relationship with Japan, which is based on trade, investment 
and cross-cultural ties. 
Japanese companies have long taken equity investments in Western Australian projects, becoming foundation 
investors in the development of Western Australia’s iron ore and LNG industries. Japan received the first 
shipment of iron ore from Geraldton in 1966 and the first LNG shipment from the North West Shelf in 1989. 
Fast forward to 2016 and the first shipment of LNG from Chevron’s $US54 billion Gorgon project was delivered 
to Chubu Electric Power Company in Japan—50 years on from that first iron ore shipment. 
Japan is Western Australia’s second largest trading partner, with total trade valued at $19 billion in 2015, 
representing 32 per cent of Australia’s total trade with Japan. Western Australia is a stable and reliable supplier 
of resources and agricultural products to Japan, with exports from these sectors valued at $16.7 billion in 2015. 
Japan is an important source of investment and is the third largest source of foreign direct investment in 
Australia, which was valued at $66.1 billion in 2014. 
This year we also commemorate the thirty-fifth anniversary of the sister state relationship between 
Hyogo Prefecture and Western Australia. Since the sister state relationship was signed in 1981, there have been 
countless economic, cultural and sporting exchanges between Hyogo and Western Australia. Two exchange 
programs were initiated during the thirtieth anniversary in 2011. The Banshu fashion textile program involves 
small groups of Western Australian fashion design students and emerging designers travelling to Hyogo to study 
the Banshu textile industry. The marathon exchange program sees runners from Western Australia compete in 
the Kobe Marathon and Hyogo runners compete in Perth in alternate years. 
As well as the two exchange programs, several events will be held to mark the thirty-fifth anniversary of the 
relationship. For example, the Western Australian Youth Orchestra will be visiting Hyogo in December this 
year. With the Japan–Australia Economic Partnership Agreement having entered into force in January 2015, 
there are many new opportunities for Western Australia’s already solid relationship with Japan to flourish well 
into the future. 
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